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Dear activist friends and colleagues,

The International Network of People who Use Drugs (INPUD) is currently expanding its membership of drug user activists around the globe.

To give our community the ability to communicate on a global scale we have developed and launched an English speaking members forum and are preparing to launch additional forums for our Russian, French and Spanish/Portuguese speaking members. We also have an English language list for women activists only.

Please note: Membership of INPUD is by full application only - to apply, please read all enclosed documents and complete fully the Application form.

Completed applications should be emailed to us at: membership@inpud.net.

Membership application documents are currently available in English, Russian, French, Spanish and Portuguese.

Please forward this information to your activist/peer networks and encourage your contacts to join INPUD.

Thank you for helping us. Kind regards,
Membership List Coordination team
International Network of People who Use Drugs
Visit the INPUD website Find us on Facebook/INPUD
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[bookmark: _bookmark0]The International Network of People who Use Drugs (INPUD) is a movement of people who use drugs (current and former) who support the Vancouver Declaration. The Vancouver Declaration sets out our demand that the human rights of people who use drugs should be respected and for harm reduction measures to be put in place to protect individual and public health.

INPUD is a global network that seeks to represent people who use drugs in international agencies such as the United Nations and with those undertaking international development work. We believe that people who use drugs should be meaningfully represented in decision-making processes that affect our lives.

INPUD is committed to demonstrating at country level how people who use drugs can constructively contribute to the development and delivery of services for our community. We believe that we have a unique insight that can help money be spent wisely thus delivering better results for individuals and the wider community.

We are asking the international community to stop always framing us as the problem and instead to recognise that we are part of the solution when is comes to addressing problems associated with drugs and drug policy around the world.

Aims of INPUD:

1. To advocate and lobby at the international level for the rights of people who use drugs.
2. To maintain an organization that is effective, transparent and accountable to its membership.
3. To promote effective prevention, treatment, care and support for people who use drugs who are living with and affected by HIV, Hepatitis, TB and other relevant health issues.
4. To advocate for intermediate reforms to drug laws in order to reduce the criminalization and stigmatization of people who use drugs while striving in the longer term to an end to prohibition.
5. To support and seed the development of self-determining networks of drug users that advocate for the health, citizenship and human rights of people who use drugs.
6. To promote and advocate for harm reduction as a means of supporting safer drug use and reducing drug related harm among people who use drugs.
7. To build alliances with like-minded organizations and broader civil society to further the aims of INPUD.

INPUD Principles:

· Pro drug user rights
· Pro self-determination
· Pro harm reduction and safer drug use
· Respecting the right of people to use drugs or not
· Anti-prohibitionist
· Pro equality

Mission Statement:

INPUD is a global peer-based organisation that seeks to promote the health and defend the rights of people who use drugs.

We will expose and challenge stigma, discrimination and the criminalisation of people who use drugs and its impact on our community's health and rights.

We will achieve this through processes of empowerment and international advocacy.
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[bookmark: _bookmark1]Why the world needs an international network of activists who use drugs

We are people from around the world who use drugs. We are people who have been marginalized and discriminated against; we have been killed, harmed unnecessarily, put in jail, depicted as evil, and stereotyped as dangerous and disposable. Now it is time to raise our voices as citizens, establish our rights and reclaim the right to be our own spokespersons striving for self-representation and self-empowerment:

To enable and empower people who use drugs legal or deemed illegal worldwide to survive, thrive and exert our voices as human beings to have meaningful input into all decisions that affect our own lives.

· To promote a better understanding of the experiences of people who use illegal drugs, and particularly of the destructive impact of current drug policies affecting drug users, as well as our non-using fellow- citizens: this is as an important element in the local, national, regional and international development of these social policies.
· To use our own skills and knowledge to train and educate others, particularly our peers and any other fellow-citizens concerned with drugs in our communities.
· To advocate for universal access to all the tools available to reduce the harm that people who use drugs face in their day-to-day lives, including, i) drug treatment, appropriate medical care for substance use , ii) regulated access to the pharmaceutical quality drugs we need ii) availability of safer consumption equipment, including syringes and pipes as well as iii) facilities for their safe disposal, iv) peer outreach and honest up-to-date information about drugs and all of their uses, including v) safe consumption facilities that are necessary for many of us.
· To establish our right to evidence-based and objective information about drugs, and how to protect ourselves against the potential negative impacts of drug use through universal access to equitable and comprehensive health and social services, safe, affordable, supportive housing and employment opportunities.
· To provide support to established local, national, regional, and international networks of people living with HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis and other harm reduction groups, making sure that active drug users are included at every level of decision-making, and specifically that we are able to serve on the boards (of directors) of such organizations and be fairly reimbursed for our expenses, time and skills.
· To challenge the national legislation and international conventions that currently disable most of us from living safe, secure and healthy lives.

Well aware of the potential challenges of building such a network, we strive for:

· Value and respect diversity and recognize each other's different backgrounds, knowledge, skills and capabilities, and cultivate a safe and supportive environment within the network regardless of which drugs we use or how we use them.
· Spread information about our work in order to support and encourage development of user organizations in communities/countries where there are no such organizations.
· Promote tolerance, cooperation and collaboration, fostering a culture of inclusion and active participation.
· Democratic principles and creating a structure that promotes maximum participation in decision making.
· Maximum inclusion with special focus to those who are disproportionately vulnerable to oppression on the basis of their gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, religion, etc.
· To ensure that people who use drugs are not incarcerated and that those who are incarcerated have an equal right to healthy and respectful conditions and treatment, including drug treatment and access to health-promoting supplies such as syringes and condoms and medical treatment or at least equal to that they would receive outside.
· To challenge execution and other inhuman treatment of people who use drugs worldwide.

Ultimately, the most profound need to establish such a network arises from the fact that no group of oppressed people ever attained liberation without the involvement of those directly affected by this oppression. Through collective action, we will fight to change existing local, national, regional and international drug laws and formulate an evidence-based drug policy that respects people's human rights and dignity instead of one fuelled on moralism, stereotypes and lies.

The International Activists who use Drugs 30 April 2006, Vancouver Canada
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[bookmark: _bookmark2]INPUD represents the interest of all people who use drugs on the global stage.

INPUD was formed and has its strongest roots among those people who most frequently experience human rights infringements and face the greatest health problems. We recognise that this will rightly be defined differently in different country settings. This will be informed by drug control laws and political, cultural and religious norms.

The following groups consistently face significant health problems and frequently are subjected to human rights infringements:

· People who inject drugs
· People who smoke stimulant drugs
· People who use opioid drugs by non-injecting routes of administration
· People on Substitution Therapy programmes
· People living with HIV, TB, and Hepatitis who have a history of drug use
· People who use drugs who are incarcerated and / or those in drug detention centres or coerced treatment

In addition, some groups of stimulant snorters may have patterns of use that would be familiar to those injecting or smoking stimulants.

INPUD is deliberately described as a peer-based organisation and we view our peers as other drug user activists who self-identify and have close community connectedness with those parts of our community that face the greatest health problems and most frequently experience human rights infringements. Through our first phase of development, we will focus on building this activist community to help establish the values and principles of the organisation.

International agencies and donors have acknowledged their need to engage those members of our community who most frequently experience human rights infringements and face the greatest health problems in public health efforts.

We also recognise that particular drugs or sections of the drug using community may start to face increased or new health problems and human rights infringements. INPUD will use social networking systems, peer connections and alliance building strategies to establish strong lines of communication with this extended drug using community. This will allow INPUD to become aware of new drug trends and support people who use drugs who are facing new health problems and human rights infringements to interact with the international community. It will also allow INPUD to build alliances and solidarity with the wider drug using community around drug law reform and the impact of the criminalisation of people who use drugs.
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[bookmark: _bookmark3][image: ]Appealing against a decision not to be granted membership of INPUD

All applications to join INPUD are taken to the monthly Board meeting for ratification.

If your application to join INPUD is unsuccessful, please do not give up. You can appeal the decision by emailing your grounds for appeal to: membership@inpud.net.

Our core membership criterions are defined as follows:

· People who inject drugs
· People who smoke stimulant drugs
· People who use opioid drugs by non-injecting routes of administration
· People on Substitution Therapy programmes
· People living with HIV, TB, and Hepatitis who have a history of drug use
· People who use drugs who are incarcerated and / or those in drug detention centres or coerced treatment
· In addition, some groups of stimulant snorters may have patterns of use that would be familiar to those injecting or smoking stimulants.

A common ground for appeal is what we call the ‘community connectedness’ criteria. This applies to people who did perhaps at one time in their lives fall within the above description and who still through their work or activism maintain an active and current connection with our community.

Agreement with the Vancouver Declaration - which sets out our demand that the human rights of people who use drugs should be respected and for harm reduction measures to be put in place to protect individual and public health - is obligatory for all INPUD members.

Please contact us if you have any further questions.

INPUD Membership Secretary
International Network of People who Use Drugs membership@inpud.net
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[bookmark: _bookmark4][image: ]Individual Membership

In applying for INPUD membership please fully address each criterion outlined below. Your application may be rejected if the criteria are not met. Please email completed applications to: membership@inpud.net.

	Membership Criteria
	

	I self-identify as a person who uses drugs:
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	I support the Vancouver Declaration:
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	I have read the INPUD Membership Statement and believe I fall within the Membership Criteria:
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	I have read the INPUD Membership Statement and I do not believe that I fall within the Membership Criteria, however I wish to make a special request for membership based on the following grounds:

	I am prepared to support INPUD’s organisational aims and objectives and abide by the rules of the organisation:
	
Yes ☐ No ☐

	Verification:

	Are you connected to and accepted as part of a drug using community?
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	Drug user groups you are associated with:
	

	Please provide the name and contact details of two current INPUD members or, if you don’t know any current INPUD members, two other people who can verify the information you have provided above:

	Referee Name 1:
	

	Email:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Is this person a current INPUD member?
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	If No, state your relationship with this person:
	

	Referee Name 2:
	

	Email:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Is this person a current INPUD member?
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	If No, state your relationship with this person:
	

	Can you provide your:

	Name:
	

	Gender:
	

	Country of residence:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone number:
	

	Which of the following Lists do you wish to join? (Check as appropriate)

	English:
	☐
	Russian:
	☐
	French:
	☐
	Spanish /
	☐
	INWUD:
	☐

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Portuguese
	:
	(Women in INPUD)
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[bookmark: _bookmark5]A copy of this message is shown as an example
Does not yet confirm INPUD membership
Dear Members

Welcome to the new [English, Russian, French / Spanish/Portuguese language] INPUD Members forum. Membership of this list makes you a Member of INPUD with voting rights.
This list has been specifically designed to suit our needs.

The communications team will do their best to iron out any problems that may arise.

Should you wish to volunteer or raise any issue about the running of this list please contact your list coordinators [	] and [	].

This List will run according to Rules which have been drawn up to ensure that we all have a safe, friendly and efficient environment in which to discuss, and progress, our common goals.

Please respect the following List Rules:

· No cross posting
· No personal posts, keep your comments directed to comments made rather than attacking the author
· No inflammatory or abusive posts
· Do not forward list posts to non-members or other lists unless the poster specifically asks you to forward the post on
· Respect differences of opinion
· Please keep your posts below 500 words. Some members may disregard emails above this length.
· Please remember that the list has a file sharing system. You are able to both read and add to this growing library. Please make sure that any files you upload to the library are in keeping with INPUD’s values. We reserve the right to remove any files that are not in keeping with our common values.
· Please remember that this list is for discussing INPUD business, our common goals, and matters of interest and relevance to drug user activists, so please try to avoid posting emails about other topics or issues
· Please refrain from soliciting or dealing in drugs on this list
· The List Coordinators are responsible for ensuring that forum rules are respected. If you breach these Rules you will be contacted privately to make you aware of the rule breach. If you continue to break the rules you will be issued with a public warning to the list. After this the List Coordinators have the option to suspend or permanently bar members from the list. Such notifications will be sent to the Member and the list will also be notified. Those who are suspended or barred will have the right to appeal to the Admin Team and then to the Board.

If you forget your password, please follow this link [	] and enter your registered email address, you'll be sent a new password immediately.

Thank you.

INPUD Members List Coordination Team
International Network of People who Use Drugs
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